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of the altar his appearance was as though he was
witnessing the Lord's passion in the flesh. Knowing
also that mercy softens justice, and that pity hath the
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come, therefore towards the poor and the afflicted did
he bear the bowels of mercy piteously, and was anxious
to reach the poor by the blessings of his alms.

Lesson Second.

The more humble of those whom a character for
religion raised high, he made his acquaintance and in-
timates ; and that he might learn from them to hunger
and thirst after righteousness, he enjoyed more fre-
quently their secret conversation. Towards such ser-
vants and soldiers of Christ this merciful man preferred
to be liberal and abundant in food and raiment, he who
determined in himself to be moderate and sparing. For
what would he deny to Christ, who for Christ was
about to shed his blood? He who owed his coat or
cloak to one who asked it, desired to add, moreover,
his own flesh. For he knew that the man would never
freely give his own flesh, who showed himself greedy
of any temporal thing.

Lesson Third.

Hitherto the merciful Lord, who maketh poor and
enricheth, bringeth low and lifteth up, wished to load
his servant with riches, and exalt him with honours;
and afterwards he was pleased to try him with adver-
sity. By trying whether he loved Him, He proved
it the more certainly; but He supplied grace more
abundantly. For with the temptation He made a way
to escape, that he might be able to bear it. Therefore,
the envious enemy, considering that the new prelate